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Critical thinking in French

One of the most important elements of critical thinking is being able to identify and evaluate information and data, and then go on to create your own logical, reasoned arguments and conclusions. In French, you may have to evaluate arguments and opinions, but you will also need to review resources and be able to read the work of others with a critical eye. Your own writing needs to show you can create a reasoned argument and that you can justify your own point of view logically.

You will need to think critically in A Level French in these scenarios:

· Evaluating information you use in your own writing

· Reviewing sources critically

· Reading the work of your peers and others with a critical eye

· Creating a reasoned, fluent argument in your own writing where you can justify your own logical point of view. 

Reading critically

Take more time to read work in French. Engage actively with the text, noting unfamiliar vocabulary as you go along. Make sure you understand the main arguments being conveyed by the text before you form your opinions.

Questions you should ask yourself:

· What is the author’s main argument?

· Can it be backed up?

· Is there a different perspective not considered by this work?

· Am I convinced? Why/why not?

Being critical of your own work

Writing in a second language can be difficult, and it is therefore even more important to think critically about your work. Use these questions as a guideline when evaluating your French writing:

· Did I fulfil the task?

· Do I say what I wanted to say?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of my writing?

· Have I presented a logical argument?

Remember that rewriting is the best form of writing! Developing a critical eye requires detachment, and you must be open to not just changing a word or two, but the entire piece of work.
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