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Listening to Spanish (outside of the classroom)

At A Level, we’re expected to become more independent learners and actively broaden our knowledge and consolidate our learning through wider reading. As a language student, you have to expand this principle to include wider listening as well. No doubt, your teacher encourages you to listen to Spanish radio or watch Spanish language films. But what exactly are you meant to do and how can you make the most of this learning experience?  

Tips for active listening

You may have heard about ‘active reading’ or ‘reading to learn’; when it comes to learning a second language, you also have to develop your ‘active listening’ skills, particularly when you are listening in a more relaxed environment away from the classroom, and yet still want to learn.
Listen for a purpose
In order to maintain your focus on listening, it is worth creating a real reason to listen. You could, for example, listen for:

a) Pairs of vocab (e.g. opposites like moderno/antiguo)

b) Language items that rhyme

c) Words that sound similar to English  (e.g. bebé or nación) – even though the pronunciation might be different. Remember to take care with words that might not have the same meaning in English, e.g. embarazada
Create questions 
If background information is available to provide context for the listening extract (e.g. a TV guide listing), work out some questions for yourself before you listen. By listening, you’ll then be able to answer them. Even if you don’t know what you’ll be listening to, you can choose from a set of generic questions that you can use again and again:

d) What can I learn about Spanish society and culture by watching/listening to this extract?

e) What factual information is there that I can recall at the end of the recording?

f) How does the use of language reflect Spanish culture/beliefs/values/attitudes?

g) Are there items of new vocab/phrases that I haven’t come across before?

h) Is there any other aspect of the use of language that is new to me?

i) When watching a video: are there any other paralinguistic clues, e.g. body language, that will help me understand the language more effectively?

Predict what will come next
If you are listening to a digital recording or watching a video, pause the extract occasionally. Ask yourself what is likely to happen or be said next. By predicting, you create a real reason to listen carefully to check whether you were right.

Make notes
Making notes will help you focus on listening actively, although this may not always be practical, for example if you’re listening to a podcast while walking or on the bus. You should at least aim to make a note of new vocab together with its pronunciation and intonation if you are serious about broadening your use of Spanish language.

2 Where do you find good sources of Spanish audio extracts to listen to away from the classroom? Note them down so that they can be shared with others in your class.

a) websites

b) apps

c) radio stations

d) Spanish films/DVDs
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