Proof Terminology

In Philosophy we will be looking at arguments. Such arguments are formed through a certain structure of a set of statements. The final statement (the conclusion) is implied by the previous statements (the premises). 

A valid argument is one in where there are no mistakes in the logic (but it could still be the case that the premises are untrue). 
Therefore, we are searching for a sound argument where the logic is correct and the premises are true. This will lead to a conclusion which is logically necessary, this is when a set of premises and conclusion cannot be disputed. 


Useful Terms:





Natural Theology- Using our cognitive faculties (minds) to reach conclusions about whether God exists. 





Revealed Theology- Claims about god which are derived from ‘revelations’ from special experiences of God or sacred writings. 





Probability- The measurement of the relative frequency or likelihood of the occurrence of an event. A probable conclusion is not the only conclusion that could be reached, but it may be the most likely. 





Proof- to be proved true, a valid, sound argument must be constructed from a set of true premises and the conclusion must be accepted. 





A priori- (Latin: from the earlier/ prior to experience) An argument which will begin from a definition, as it is independent from experience or external to evidence, but relies on the analysis of an idea.





A posteriori- (Latin: conveyed by it) An argument that begins from something we can know from experience. It will be proved true depending on the reliability of external evidence or experience. 





Deductive Arguments- arguments which use logic. A process of reasoning through which the conclusion is shown to follow necessarily from the premises. 





Inductive Arguments- arguments which are based on evidence. A process of reasoning that draws a general conclusion from specific instances. 





Analytical Proof- Often described as ‘true by definition’. A statement where the proof of the conclusion is contained within the premises. 





Synthetic Proof- Statements have to be tested to see if they are true by observation etc…








